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Validating the TOCFL as an Instructional Tool: Evaluating the 

Consistency Between the Speedy Screening and Formal Test Versions 

Abstract 

The organization responsible for the formal Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language 

(TOCFL) developed the “TOCFL Speedy Screening,” an online assessment platform 

designed to efficiently assess learners’ proficiency across the four language skills. The 

platform features flexible administration and low-stakes implementation, making it 

suitable for institutional use in placement testing, instructional planning, and tracking 

learner progression. The feedback includes performance descriptors and recommended 

learning strategies, offering additional value for promoting self-regulated learning. 

This study examined the consistency between the TOCFL Speedy Screening and the 

formal TOCFL in listening and reading to validate the screening platform as an effective 

instructional tool for assessing learners' language proficiency levels. Data were collected 

from learners who took both the screening and formal TOCFL assessments. Agreement 

between proficiency level classifications and score patterns was analyzed using 

percentage agreement, quadratic weighted Kappa (QWK), and Pearson correlation. The 

results showed a substantial degree of consistency, supporting the platform’s use as a 

valid placement and instructional planning tool. 

These findings highlight the potential of simplified tools derived from established 

testing systems to facilitate rapid learner placement and monitor language development 

over time. They are particularly relevant to instructional contexts with constrained 

resources and contribute to ongoing discussions on the role of formative feedback in 

language assessment. 
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Strand B: Learner Agency in Language Assessment

The Structural Constraint in CFL Contexts

Barriers Challenges Need
In certain CFL contexts:
• Limited instructional 

and human resources
• High administration 

costs
• Longer test time

• Difficult to conduct 
formal assessments

on a regular basis

• A practical tool 
for instructional 
decisions
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TOCFL-Speedy Screening: A Practical Solution 
for Instructional Support

• Rapid assessment across four skillsEfficiency

• Low-stakes, repeatable, cost-effectiveFlexibility

• Immediate feedback with descriptors and 
strategies

Instructional
Utility

Sample Descriptors and Strategies: Listening
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Research Purpose & Question

• Objective
To examine the consistency between the TOCFL-Speedy 
Screening and the formal TOCFL-Computerized Adaptive Test
(TOCFL-CAT) in listening and reading.

• Research Question
To what extent is the degree of consistency sufficient for 
placement and instructional decisions?

Participants & Research Design

• Participants
75 CFL learners in Taiwan

• Criterion
Formal TOCFL  Computerized 
Adaptive Test (TOCFL-CAT)

• Procedure
Both tests were completed 
within a maximum interval of 
two months (60 days)

N=49
TOCFL-CAT

Screening

N=26
Screening

TOCFL-CAT

N=75

• Test Order
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Technical Profiles of the Two Assessment Versions

Feature TOCFL-Speedy Screening Formal TOCFL-CAT 

Purpose Instructional support / placement Proficiency certification 

Test length Fixed 25 items 35-40 items

Framework 3-Stage Multistage Adaptive Testing Item-level CAT

Administration Online, Low-stakes Proctored, High-stakes

Feedback Score, Level, Descriptors, Strategies Score, Level, Certificate

Statistical Methods

• Assessing categorical-level consistencyPercent Agreement

• Evaluating ordinal-level consistency
Quadratic Weighted 

Kappa (QWK)

• Examining score-level associationPearson Correlation
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Results (1): Percent Agreement

Results (1): Percent Agreement (cont.)

Test type Exact agreement Adjacent agreement

Listening test 53.3% 92.0%

Reading test 62.7% 89.3%

Most discrepancies were within adjacent levels.
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Results (2): Quadratic Weighted Kappa (QWK)

Most discrepancies remained within adjacent levels.

Results (3): Pearson Correlation

Demonstrates strong correlation.

r = .69 for Readingr = .70 for Listening
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Interpreting Consistency through the Viewpoints 
of Practical Utility

• The Efficiency-Precision Trade-off
A 25-item screening cannot match a 35–40 item CAT

• Fit-for-Purpose Consistency
The observed agreement is sufficient for low-stakes use 

• Evidence of Stability
Adjacent agreement reached 89%–92%

• Conclusion
A simplified but useful tool for resource-constrained contexts

Utilizing Simplified Tools for Formative Feedback

• Support for Teachers: Facilitates rapid, 
data-informed instructional planning.

• Resource Efficiency: Provides a 
sustainable assessment solution for 
constrained contexts.

• Formative Potential: Assists in 
monitoring learner development and 
promoting self-regulated learning.



2026/4/27

8

Research Constraints

• Sample Size

Findings are based on 75 
learners 

Caution

Generalization should be made 
with caution

• Range Restriction

Most participants were at lower-
to-mid proficiency levels

Correlations may have been 
underestimated

Gap

High-level learners were 
underrepresented

Contact: martinalan@sc-top.org.tw TOCFL-CAT Intro Video
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