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Chinese has become a popular second language of study in many countries, and
Mandarin Chinese teaching is now an important academic discipline. The growing
number of Chinese learners and their decreasing starting ages all over the world suggest
the importance of the Chinese language and the strong potential of Chinese teaching and
learning.

High quality teaching involves good teachers and a solid curriculum, as well as
well-designed teaching materials and assessment instruments. National Taiwan Normal
University has been dedicated to Chinese teaching since 1956, and has been accumul at-
ing experience in this field ever since, becoming an important international center for
Chinese language teaching. The Steering Committee of the Test Of Proficiency-Huayu
(SC-TOP), founded in 2005, aims at developing a comprehensive range of Chinese lan-
guage tests, hopes to establish dependable standards in Chinese testing, and wants to
create an internationally recognized Mandarin Chinese assessment system. So far
SC-TOP has successfully developed a series of tests, among which the Children’s Chi-
nese Competency Certification (CCCC) is specifically designed for young learners of
the Chinese language. CCCC is designed to match the psychological and linguistic
development of children and incorporates the use of pictures in most of the test items.
After many careful pilot tests in Taiwan and abroad, it has achieved high validity and
reliability. Specially prepared this study guide was given to prospective test takers to
familiarize them with the form and content of CCCC.

We encourage young learners to take the test items as practice, perhaps with the
help of a parent or the teacher, and we would also suggest that children not take the test
results too seriously. The important principle to remember is that learning Mandarin
Chinese is fun and should be done with confidence in order to make steady progress.
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Po-hsi Chen, Executive Director, SC-TOP
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The population of Chinese-language learners grows every day and their starting ages

are becoming younger and younger. Elementary schools and junior high schools adapt by
providing their students with specialized Chinese curriculums.The Steering Committee for
the Test Of Proficiency-Huayu (SC-TOP) has taken the mission of developing a standardized
Chinese proficiency test specifically for young learners. SC-TOP invites scholars and experts
in the fields of teaching Chinese as a foreign language, linguistics, child psychology, and
education to develop the Children’s Chinese Competency Certification (CCCC), which is
designed for non-native Chinese-speakers between the ages 7-12.The test can help young
learners to track their learning progress and to inspire their enthusiasm and interest.
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Non-native Chinese speaking children, ages 7-12.
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(Basic) around 150 hours | around 400 words | 40items |around 40 min.
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(Intermedizte) around 300 hours | around 700 words | 50 items |around 50 min.
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Blossoming 4450 p= 1100 3% % 504% X604 4
(Advanced) around 450 hours | around 1,100 words | 50 items |around 60 min.
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Note : This table is only a reference for learners in non-Chinese speaking areas. Self-study time
is included in the learning hours. For learners living in Chinese-speaking areas, the
amount of learning hours should be halved.
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The test content covers all of the assorted life experiences of children, including their
daily and leisure activities, traffic and transportation, people’s characteristics, body and
health, school life, concepts of time and space, weather and season, and other relevant topics.
The test material is taken from a wide range of authentic situations and is full of variety.
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CCCC, designed in consideration of children’s specific cognitive and linguistic develop-
ment, is a standardized test to objectively measure the Chinese proficiency of young test
takers from different language and culture backgrounds. With its special emphasis on the
everyday lives and interests of children, CCCC helps test takers to understand their own levels
of Chinese proficiency and encourages them to pursue further Chinese study. The test
includes the following features:

% Test content is lively, diverse, and interesting.

% Test content is tailored to suit children’s life experiences.

% Test content matches children’s cognitive and language development.

% Fascinating pictures in the color-printed test booklet capture children’s attention.

Z2HREY PR 4 FAF b httpi//ccccsc-top.org.tw/
For the recommended vocabulary list, please visit CCCC'’s official website.
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The test is aligned with Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR)
at the level of Basic User (Levels A1 & A2).
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Fooblhel A TR T B X F | Fa S RILfE E hE B
TR FHENZFE - Can understand basic words and simple
Sprouting Can understand familiar spokeq words :f\nd sentences. . o .
(Pre-A1) phrases, related to personal information, | Can understand simply daily life materials,
number, color, weather, favorite things, greet- | with the help of visual aids (pictures).
ings, etc., when the speech is very slow and
clear, with occasional pauses and repetition.
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PP A LR d Y ek gk wHirB 4 %~ | Can understand simple passages,and grasp
*EB | RBTT LI PTG X FIEE o | the gist and main points, with the help of
Seedling | Can understand short dialogues on daily | visual aids (pictures).

(A1) topics, such as family communication, school | Can grasp basic information (such as names,
life, shopping, wearing, food, and transporta- | dates, time, prices, places, etc.) from simply
tion, etc., when the speech is slow and clear. | daily life materials, such as menus, tickets,
Can understand the main points, when listen- | postcards, signs, etc.
ing to short, clear announcements, such as
self-introductions, telephone messages, class-
room announcements, weather reports, etc.
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' Can understand dialogues on topics of daily | & » Gi4c @ BEPFER ~ 3 B~ PHE - 4

2% |ife, hobbies and habits, travel, recreation, | ¥ % ~ L R %5 % -
Blossoming | and peer communication. Can understand simple narrative passages of

(A2) Can understand the gist and essential | clear topics related to personal, everyday life
points, when listening to short, clear instruc- | experience.
tions and recordings, such as introductions, | Can understand the functions of passages
announcements, radio broadcasts, news | and very short,simple texts,and can grasp the
reports, etc. essential points (such as time, places, targets,

rules, etc.) from the materials (such as mes-
sages, short notes, letters, school announce-
ments, advertisements, and posters).
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CCCC has two components:the Listening Comprehension Test and the Reading Comprehension Test.
Both listening and reading tests are paper-based. Below are the possible test types on each level.
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Speech
Comprehension
(Multiple Choice)

12 % Listening Comprehension
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To understand short dialogues or talks
related to daily life topics.
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Levels : Sprouting, Seedling, Blossoming
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Each test item has three pictures. Test-takers will
hear a sentence or a short dialogue, once or
twice. Test-takers choose the correct picture
according to what is heard.
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To understand simple questions on colors,
directions, etc.
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Test-takers will see one picture and hear a ques-
tion and three possible answers. Each question
will be read twice.Test-takers choose the correct
answer according to what is heard.
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Levels : Sprouting, Seedling
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To understand very slow, clear,and simple
short sentences or dialogues.

S5 Y N AE
Levels : Sprouting, Seedling
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Test-takers will see one large picture and several
small ones. Test-takers will hear several sentences
or dialogues. All the test items will be read twice.
Test-takers link each of the small pictures to its
correct position in the large picture.One position
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Dialogue
Comprehension

RN EHEOR o 2 E RS
Lg

To understand the content of simple
dialogues and grasp the theme.

in the large picture will not be used.
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Test-takers will hear a dialogue, followed by a

BEmia(ER)
Monologue
Comprehension
(Multiple Choice)

To understand the theme and/or main
points when listening to short, simple
announcements, instructions and record-
ings related to everyday life, such as intro-
ductions, event notices, oral announce-
ments, directions,
advertisements, news broadcasts, etc.
Levels : Seedling, Blossoming

recorded messages,

' ) EXN T question and three possible answers. Each ques-
(Multiple Choice) Level : Blossoming tion will be read only once. Test-takers choose
the correct answer according to what is heard.
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B ¥ ER L S ER TR bl | TR - S AHA SR
N ~BPA g E78 - v g7 > B | Test-takers will hear an announcement or

recording.Test-takers need to choose the correct
answers for several questions based on what is
heard. After listening to the questions, test-takers
can listen to the passage once more.
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f%# Reading Comprehension
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To understand famlllar and simple words.
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Test-takers will see a picture and two or three
simple sentences. Test-takers judge whether the
meaning of the sentences is the same as that of
the picture.
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DRECE To understand simple, short sentences. s FUnY ctpl I L IR0 I R
Matchin Sy AL Test-takers will see four sentences and f|ve
9 Levels : Sprouting, Seedling pictures. Test-takers link each of the sentences to
the correct picture. One picture will not be used.
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To understand the basic formats, main

Test-takers will read a passage followed by one to
three questions and possible answers. Test-takers

Authentic points,and anticipated messages in short, | choose the correct answer according to the mate-
Material simple, clearly written letters, posters,and | rial.
. . daily reading materials, such as post-
(Multiple Choice) cards, time tables, advertisements, menus,
etc.
SmoEY AL A
Levels : Sprouting, Seedling, Blossoming
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(H2~E4) | and grasp the major plotting and points. | * p % » 3 D it /& 8 % o
Paragraph U N T Test-takers will read a narrative passage with

Comprehension
(True or False,
Multiple Choice)

Levels : Seedling, Blossoming

three or four accompanying sentences.Test-takers
judge whether the meaning of each of the
sentences is correct according to the passage. Or,
the passage will be followed by two or three
multiple choice questions. Test-takers choose the
correct answer according to the passage.
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CCCC results are to be presented in the form of scale scores beginning in 2014, and the
full score is 200. Based on the Rasch model of item response theory, scale score is the result
of a mathematical equation comprised of the difficulty index of the test items and the
number of questions that candidates answer correctly. The larger the number of test items
answered correctly, the higher the scale scores. Compared with the raw score (the number of
test items answered correctly), the scale score is more objective since it is not affected by the
different test item difficulty levels of each test.
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Seedling 116
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Children who pass CCCC will be awarded an internationally acknowledged Chinese

ability certificate. In addition, the test can serve the following purposes:

1.Children can use the test to understand their Chinese proficiency, boosting their resolve
and self-confidence, and encouraging them to challenge themselves.

2.Parents are given an opportunity to understand how well their children understand
Chinese. Parents can then plan their children’s future Chinese lessons or adjust the current
learning method and pace.

3.Chinese teachers are provided with a means of measuring their students’ proficiency
levels.Teachers can then reexamine their teaching methods with data for improving future
curriculum design.



Test Score Table for Suggested Level
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The Study Guide includes all the test types that will appear in the
CCCC Listening Test and the CCCC Reading Test. Students who would
like to join the formal test could calculate the number of items an-
swered correctly in the Study Guide, and refers to the following table
as an indication for the level to apply.

# AT B
Number of Items Answered Correctly
ERF T 5 P —
Suggested Level Fot iRl SRR
Listening Reading
Comprehension Comprehension
v
Sprouting 13-23 11-23
N
seedling 24-34 24-35
BB L
Blossoming 35-44 36-40
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