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The population of Chinese-language learners grows every day and their starting ages are
becoming younger and younger. Elementary school sandjunior highschoolsadapt by providingtheir
studentswith specialized Chinese curriculums. The Steering Committeefor the Test Of Proficiency-
Huayu (SC-TOP) has taken the mission of developing a standardized Chinese proficiency test
specifically for young learners. SC-TOP invites scholars and experts in the fields of teaching
Chineseasaforeignlanguage, linguistics, child psychology, and education to develop the Children’s
Chinese Competency Certification (CCCC), which is designed for non-native Chinese-speakers
between the ages 7-12. The test can help young learners to track their learning progress and to
inspiretheir enthusiasmandinterest.
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Non-native Chinese speaking children, ages 7-12.
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Suggested Suggested Number of .
Levels - . Total test time

Learning Hours Vocabulary Base items

F Bm? t?:] % 150 -] pt %400 4 @i 40 41 2 40 & &
S(pBaLSJiC)g around 150 hours around 400 words 40 items around 40 min.

= _\" i;r? % 300 /] % 700 4R 50 5 2 B0 & &
(Interm edi?ate) around 300 hours around 700 words 50 items around 50 min.

ATt 4

B o % 450 |- pt 4 1100 4 575 50 4% 5 60 & 4

( A%?/Sgnngg)g around 450 hours around 1,100 words 50 items around 60 min.
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Note : Thistableisonly areferencefor learnersin non-Chinese speaking areas. Self-study timeis included in
thelearning hours. For learnersliving in Chinese-speaking areas, the amount of learning hours
should be halved.
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The test content covers all of the assorted life experiences
and leisure activities, traffic and transportation, people’s characteristics, b
school life, conceptsof timeand space, weather and season, and other rel evanttopics.
istaken from awiderange of authentic situationsandisfull of variety.
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CCCC, designedin consideration of children’ sspecific cognitiveandlinguisticdevelop- ment,
is a standardized test to objectively measure the Chinese proficiency of young test takers from
different language and culture backgrounds. With its special emphasis on the everyday lives and
interests of children, CCCC helps test takers to understand their own levels of Chinese
proficiency and encourages them to pursue further Chinese study. Thetest includesthefollowing
features:

% Testcontentislively,diverse, andinteresting.
% Testcontentistailoredtosuit children’ slifeexperiences.

% Testcontent matcheschildren’ scognitiveandlanguagedevel opment.
¥ Fascinating picturesinthecolor-printed test bookl et capture children’ sattention.

$FACE Y GRNT &4 U F & Kk #khttp://ccec.sc-top.org.tw/
For the recommended vocabulary list, please visit CCCC' sofficial website.
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Thetest isaligned with Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) at thelevel

of BasicUser (LevelsA1& A2).
2% Levels r74 Listening i 3% Reading
R FE R EWR 43 e 2 B LN eSS g A N I
FETHRT > A EEAREY & AguiT B AR mRT o dEd TELAF
Glde 4 A B 8~ ez SEEE S R TS %Z-ﬁ?— ~ i = _p(I“’ﬁq:]a 2 e d T AR o
IR T . Can understand basic words and simple
Sprouting Can understand familiar spoken words and sentences.
(Pre-Al) phrases, related to personal information, number, | Can understand simple daily life materials, with
color, weather, favorite things, greetings, etc., the help of visual aids (pictures).
when the speech is very slow and clear, with
occasional pauses and repetition.
RiEEE RN - X F oA 0 RS Py B AR AT 0 NIRRT IR E
2EF X PR bldr b RA NI | aR R B AELAL .
ERAB P T HFE AR AR FAFAOEE T TR bl
BEFTEAE S {E 5 F oy F 2 TEPREE ’f""r‘ LRI A *gﬂu{ |
E’f’ﬂbwﬁ” :’mgg;,wj.grgi\./‘”\v’-‘ el LN pH S A B EE
XX E EGD kAR A A TANEE Can understand simpl e passages, and grasp the
Seedling Can understand short dialogues on daily topics, gist and main points, with the help of visua aids
(A1) such as family communication, school life, (pictures). o _
shopping, wearing, food, and transportation, etc., | Can grasp basic information (such as names,
when the speech is slow and clear. dates, time, prices, places, etc.) from simply daily
Can understand the main points, when listening | life materials, such as menus, tickets, postcards,
to short, clear announcements, such as self- signs, etc.
introductions, telephone messages, classroom
announcements, weather reports, etc.
RILRF X R RA G AR R R | RIRJRAAEE B b5 1 A2 F R X
J%,Fﬂ;,\p;,,]]a rr)’q—z;}:i]{‘im;:;io HREE2 o
BETE R [ H X ap S 5] RIERP F LY R R T Hien i
PR R EEL g EEER L Bl A A T BT S AR F
/r"_E__{"”_ f%"g:]‘ﬂ?T]§‘3F° ’}’ié}%‘fﬁa\‘lq%ﬁé ”'.Hé‘_‘tm’ :és’
Can understand dialogues on topics of daily life, | G4 @ JE=5pFd ~ 3 & ~ F.02 ~ i % xF % ~
ik hobbies and habits, travel, recreation, and peer ARETE o
Blossoming | communication. . Can understand simple narrative passages of
(A2) Can understand the gist and essential points, clear topics related to personal, everyday life
when listening to short, clear instructions and experience.
recordings, such s introductions, Can understand the functions of passages and
announcements, radio broadcasts, newsreports, | very short, simple texts, and can grasp the
etc. essential points (such astime, places, targets,
rules, etc.) from the materials (such as messages,
short notes, |etters, school announcements,
advertisements, and posters).
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CCCChastwocomponents:theL istening Comprehension TestandtheReading ComprehensionTest. Both
listening and reading tests are paper-based. Below arethe possibletest typeson each level.
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Test Types Test Objectives What Test-TakersNeed to Do
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BT i (245)
Speech Comprehension
(Multiple Choice)

To understand short dialogues or talks
related to daily life topics

ERipy ~ X ok
Levels: Sprouting, Seedling, Blossoming
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Each test item has three pictures. Test-takers
will hear a sentence or a short dialogue, once or
twice. Test-takers choose the correct picture
according to what is heard.

7 A § (24)
Picture Description
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To understand simple questions on colors,
directions, etc.
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Ll_l-- Fg'-mg —’1: °
Test- takerswnl see one picture and hear a

(Multiple Choice) guestion and three possible answers. Each
ERipy X question will be read twice. Test-takers choose
Level S. Sprouti ng, Seedling the correct answer according to what is heard.
TEAYZER S5 FE e vibﬁi‘lmg"lrﬁ‘?“ﬁ"‘*"""“V‘-’r
:—n‘;v_;- gexdid o ;{‘!J’U/I‘éﬂ—”y g\ ”U_F,\}‘J';i v#{ﬁ;}%—jﬂi,,\ s VT E
To understand very slow, clear, and smple S s A RS V]jF =R ENU I e e A
short sentences or dialogues. BoSFY 5 - fERAMRET o
o541 Test-takers will seeonelarge picture and
T P several small ones. Test-takers will hear
Matching

£®m 1y AKX
Levels: Sprouting, Seedling

several sentences or dialogues. All the test

items will be read twice. Test-takers link each
of the small picturesto its correct position in the
large picture. One position in the large picture
will not be used.

£ T2 (32 45)
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To understand the content of simple
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Dialogue Comprehension dialogues and grasp the theme. Test- 'gakers will hear a(_1|alogue, followed by a
(Muitiple Choice) Question ar_ld three possible answers. Each
question will be read only once. Test-takers
A S T choose the correct answer according to what is
Level: Blossoming heard.
BRTIp R AEA AR FE S FEEY | L2 LR BT HAF T 0 REBETR G
LI i 74‘ P ARG TR M o R | F W E Y AL o rTRATF ehjE AL frik 57 1
#FH A é‘-ﬁlp,i’ulj'lit':/};p‘}pf’é ’—é.9?,l‘jﬁcﬁ-—:’r\‘}‘;}-a§§\iﬁ»-g ®
pER ,g,i I" N R =3 ‘&#ﬂ 7+ ~ 5 F | Test-takerswill hear an announcement or
T T A wlﬁ ;t ° recording. Test-takers need to choose the
TR (k ) To unc!erstqnd thetheme_and/or main points correct answers for se'_veral_ guestions base_d on
I/\‘/jlo'r;ol og]e when listening to short, simple _ what is heard. After listening to the questions,
Comprehension announcements, instructions and recordings | test-takers can listen to the passage once more.
(Multiple Choice) related to everyday life, such as

introductions, event notices, ord
announcements, directions, recorded
messages, advertisements, news broadcasts,
etc.

FR Xk

Levels: Seedling, Blossoming
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Test Types Test Objectives What Test TakersNeed to Do
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To understand familiar and simple words. o3 o F 4 R ARTO I g LI F o
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Pi cture Description
(Trueor False)

FBRIEY
Level: Sprouting

Test-takers will see a picture and two or three
simple sentences. Test-takers judge whether
the meaning of the sentencesisthe same as
that of the picture.

7+ 444

Matching

RIEfEGE ~ §EmDa T o
To understand simple, short sentences.

s

BFEY AKX
Levels: Sprouting, Seedling
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Test-takers will see four sentences and five
pictures. Test-takerslink each of the
sentences to the correct picture. One picture
will not be used

L4 (% 47)
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To understand the basic formats, main points,
and anticipated messages in short, smple,
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Test-takers will read a passage followed by

one to three questions and possible answers.

Test-takers choose the correct answer
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Authentic Material " X X i
(Multiple Choi clearly written letters, posters, and daily according to the material.
ple Choice) . \ )
reading materials, such as postcards, time
tables, advertisements, menus, etc.
E® Y A X S L
Levels: Sprouting, Seedling, Blossoming
WIfEEE ~ fEREY CFEXY L | FA LR -BRREEY CEYREZD
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To understand simple, short narratives and S SN A O R A RS F - R )
SRR L grasp the major plotting and points. RE R AN SR I - A 2 I
(A28~ & 4) ) ' Test-takers will read a narrative passage with
Paragraph * AR HE three or four accompanying sentences. Test-
Comprehension Levels: Seedling, Blossoming takers judge whether the meaning of each of

(True or False,
Multiple Choice)

the sentences is correct according to the
passage. Or, the passage will be followed by
two or three multiple choice questions. Test-
takers choose the correct answer according to

the passage.
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CCCCresultsaretobepresentedintheform of scalescoresbeginningin2014, andthefull scoreis
200. Based on the Rasch model of item response theory, scale score is the result of a mathematical
equation comprised of the difficulty index of the test items and the number of questions that
candidates answer correctly. The larger the number of test items answered correctly, the higher the
scale scores. Compared with the raw score (the number of test items answered correctly), the scale
scoreismoreobjectivesinceitisnot affected by thedifferent testitemdifficulty levelsof eachtest.

I LCIEURAE £
Test Levels Passing Score
iy A
Sprouting 117
® X &
Seedling 116
4; /l—l- &
Blossoming 118

172 % & Why CCCC
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Children who pass CCCC will be awarded an internationally acknowledged Chinese ability
certificate. Inaddition, thetest can servethefoll owing purposes:

1. Children can use the test to understand their Chinese proficiency, boosting their resolve and self-
confidence, and encouraging them to challenge themselves.

2. Parents are given an opportunity to understand how well their children understand Chinese.
Parents can then plan their children’s future Chinese lessons or adjust the current learning
methodand pace.

3. Chinese teachers are provided with a means of measuring their students’ proficiency levels.
Teachers can then reexamine their teaching methods with data for improving future curriculum
design.
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