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Proposal of a framework of Chinese language competence scale

Abstract

The teaching of Chinese as a second language (TCSL) has been in practice in Taiwan for
decades. As TCSL has become a major subject not only in Taiwan, but almost worldwide, it
IS necessary to have a common language competence scale proposed to serve as the basis of
TCSL curriculum design, objective setting, teaching implementation, material development,
and test and evaluation. This study aims to collect and analyze the several best-known
language competence scales and propose a set of “Chinese Language Competence Scale” as a
provisional basis for further studies. The study first surveys and examines the literature
including some well-known language competence scales, like the HSK Competence Scale and
Grammar Outlines, the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines, the Canadian Language Benchmarks
(CLB), and the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). Two
versions of the Chinese competence scale were drafted, both in the basic structure of three
levels and six ranks. The first one follows the traditional classification of language skills of
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The second one adopts the classification based on
communication styles: expression, comprehension, interaction, and mediation. Formative
evaluation is carried out in the second phase of the study. The questionnaire survey and
interview with experts lead to the conclusion that the second version tends to better meet with
the contemporary language teaching philosophy. It is decided that the second version will be
the basis of further development, with the hope that some of the constructive ideas in the
other scales can also be incorporated. A complete provisional set of Chinese language
competence scale is to be proposed at the end of the project. The provisional set of Chinese
language competence scale to be proposed at the end of the project is intended to be a basis
for further empirical studies. With its validity and reliability established, the scale may be of
reference to TCSL educators in the curriculum development, syllabus design, material
development, and Chinese language test development.

Keywords: Teaching Chinese as a Second Language, Language Competence Scale, Chinese
Language Proficiency
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