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A preliminary approach to grading vocabulary of

Chinese as a second language

Li-ping Chang Feng-yi Chen
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Mandarin Training Center, National Taiwan Normal University

162, Sec.1, Hoping E. Rd., Taipei 106, Taiwan

Abstract

This research aims to develop as well as rank the contents of vocabulary of Chinese as a
second language. First, we collect the vocabulary mainly from CKIP word bank, CPT
word bank and HSK word bank. Then, we use the frequency value and the weighting
method to rank order of each word. And finally set up the first 1500 words for the basic
level for teaching Chinese as a second language, the next 3500 words for the intermediate
and the next 3000 words for the advanced learners. The output result is not only listing
the word itself but also giving its English translation, ranking record, pronunciation, part of
speech and one or two sentence examples for the word. The most important in the result is
comparing the rank with HSK. Since the sources of words collection are various as well
as representative, the output seems to be balanced instead of being short of spoken language
when using the large corpus in Taiwan. We believe the word list will become the basic
reference for editing Chinese teaching materials and implication of Chinese proficiency test

in the future.

Key Words: teaching Chinese as a second language, weight, grading, CPT, HSK, CKIP
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