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Building a Culture of Assessment UNkEﬂggﬂ

The participants should be able to:

(1) Gain knowledge in developing
strategies for increasing stakeholder
engagement

(2) Understand the process of deciding
measures and selecting assessment tools
(3) Learn how to use data to drive
Instructional changes.

Session Objectives

ian University



Chinese Schools: Snapshot wk%&?ﬂ

ian University

» Parent-run weekend schools
» Preserve Chinese language and culture
» Close tie with Chinese community

» Operate independently of the public
school system
» Grassroots efforts in promoting Chinese

language teaching and learning within
and beyond local communities
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Chinese Schools: Our Challenges UNw%q

» Losing enrollment to the mainstream
Chinese programs

» Lack of teaching expertise to teach
diverse student bodies with various
language backgrounds

» Teacher-centered approach to teaching

» Lack of systematic ways In assessing
student learning
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» Tells a more
convincing story

about how we » Understand what
help students students know,
learn what they can do,

Collects data to inform and and what they value

Improve student learning
A process to systematically
collect feedback to support

Why Assessment? teaching and learning

What is Assessment?
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Reinventing the Curriculum o

»Get ‘buy-In’ from stakeholders (e.g.
students, teachers, and parents)

» Bridge the gap between the national
standards and desired competencies/
learning outcomes

» Decide measures and selecting
assessment tools

»Use assessment datatodrivethe 1t 1
Improvement process -

Building a Culture of Assessment



Reinventing the Curriculum Yy
UNIVERSITY *

ACathalic and Lasallian University

STANDARDS
FOR
FOREIGN

LANGUAGE
r LEARNING

Preparing for the 21st Century
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1 Communication

T —— English

Interpersonal Communication: Students engage in conversations, )
:  provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotion=-
and exchange opinions.

Interpretive Communication: Students understand and interpret
written and spoken language on a variety of topics.

LEWIS
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Presentational Communication: Students present information,
concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a
variety of topics.

2 Cultures

Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures

Practices and Perspectives: Students demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the
culture studied.

Products and Perspectives: Students demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship between the products and perspectives of the
culture studied.

3 Connections

Connect with other Disciplines and Acquire Information

Knowledge: Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other
disciplines through the world language.

Point of View: Students acquire information and recognize the
distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the world
language and its cultures.

4 Comparisons

Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and
Culture

Comparing Languages: Students demonstrate understanding of the
nature of language through comparisons of the language studied
and their own.

Comparing Cultures: Students demonstrate understanding of the
conceptof culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and
their own.

5 Communities

Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home and
Around the World

Use of Language: Students use the language both within and beyond
the school setting.

QMMUNICATION

COMPARISO!

xterriatAligrarerit: Standards
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Proficiency Level

Context

Unit of Study
N ™M A
e family members, family relationships,
personal characteristics (size, hair color, ‘/ / ‘/
country of origin and nationality,
character and personality traits), and pets
e family activities, daily routines, chores — - —
and household tasks
e personal possessions: toys, games,
electronics, clothing _ _ _
(color, numbers, size, fabric, style,
features
My self, family and friends - ) E— -
e leisure activities: sports, hobbies,
pastimes, television shows, movies, music, v T v
graphic arts
e foods and beverages: typical breakfast,
lunch, snack, and dinner foods, regional v v v
specialties, favorite foods
e body parts, illness, injuries, and
treatments, food choices, diets, health
behaviors, and fitness, healthy practices v e v
(exercise preferences, sports, diet and
health choices)
e rooms and furnishings in a house, table — — —
setting
e recreational, commercial, and / / /
government buildings
e stores and shopping v I v
My home, school,
neighborhood, & e transportation ~ v v
community
e school (school supplies, classes, — — —
schedules, activities, rules, routines)
e careers (professions, employment, future — — —
plans)
e community services (' v i
e days, dates, months, seasons, and — — —
weather patterns
e gseographical features and land forms, ‘/ / ‘/
neighboring regions and countries
e holidays, ceremonies, and festivals, sites — — —
of interest, travel
= nature, ecosystems, and living things —
(plants, animals)
My country and the world
e the arts (Imusic, sculpture, architecture, —
film, literature, visual arts)
e covernment and political system P I
e - B XE CTTEA mment-
e beliefs and values v
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Description of Proficiency Levels for K-12 Learners in Michigan

Novice High Intermediate Low and Pre-Advanced

Students have met the minimum two-credit . .
( Intermediate Mid

graduation requirement.) (Students can meet all expectations at the
Intermediate Low and Intermediate Mid

(Students can meet all expectations at the levels and the following.)

Novice High level and the following.)

Effectively carry out everyday social and survival|Effectively carry out everyday social and survival|Effectively carry out tasks that present

Functions o A o ) . )

tasks that present no complications tasks that may present complications complications and require negotiation of meaning

. . . Effectively communicate about topics related to
. . - . Effectively communicate about topics beyond self y . p
Effectively communicate about familiar topics work, current, public,
i i . - . and personal interest; developing the ability to

Contexts rel.ated to self, home, family, frlelnds, . andhome;developingability to communicate about P ) ping y

neighborhood, school, community, professions, communicate about

and environment topics related to work, current events, and issues of

unfamiliar topics
personal and public interest P

Communicate consistently about present and
future events; communicates inconsistently about
past events

Communicate about present and future events;
reports series of isolated events in the past

Can generally narrate and describe in past, present,

Time Frames .
and future time

Communicate in sentence-

Levels of Communicate in connected, paragraph length
. lengthdiscourserecombining and reformulating  [Communicate in sentences and short paragraphs ) paragrap g
Discourse discourse
learned phrases
Are understood primarily by native speakers who .
- P y oy P . . Are understood by native speakers who are
Comprehensibilit (are very accustomed to Are consistently understood by native speakers ’ ) .
; . . unaccustomed to interacting with language
y and Accuracy . . . accustomed to interacting with language learners
interacting with language learners learners
. . . Can identify the text type, topic, main ideas and Can identify and analyze the text type, topic, main
. Can identify the text type, topic, and some . fy pr p . . fy v pe, top .
Comprehension |~ . . . some significant details of an authentic ideas, details and other features of an authentic
dA r Al AN e EMH S RO e resentational or interpersonal oral, written, or resentational or interpersonal oral, written or
and Accuracy or interpersonal oral, written, or signed text P P ’ ’ P! P ’
signed text signed text

rnal Aignment: Proficiency Level
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Conduct mapping
to promote
collaboration &
coherent planning

» Describe
Instructional
strategies/methods

» classroom
assessments
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Standard 1.1: Students engage in Standard 5.1: Students use the language
conversations, provide and obtain both within and beyond the school setting.
information, express feelings and
emotions, and exchange opinions.

External Alignment




Chinese Schools: SMCS

» Southern Michigan Chinese School
(SMCS), a non-for-profit community
school

» SMCS’s mission—provide a positive and
supportive environment for students to
learn Chinese language, history and
culture.

» Effectively use technology In teaching
and learning to meet the diverse needs of
Its students.

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ



Build a Culture of Assessment

How do we do it?
» Engaged the stakeholders

» Used data to drive the process
v Determined assessment measures/instruments

v Collected data systematically —
Both direct & indirect evidence ™
v Developed assessment plan ‘ l
v' Timeline pses mplemen
v Results sharing sessions fos

v Implemented feedback loop to improve the process

SMCS—Assessment Process



Build a Culture of Assessment

Manageable, Appropriate, Useful

> Direct measures
Standardized tests

Children Chinese Competence

Certification (CCCC) SUEEERE A TR

Test of Chinese as Foreign Language 2B HE 7B

HSK HEERE K 2

SAT Il Chinese (Practice Exam) SAT Il Frs7fEiE

College Board SAT Il Chinese SAT I g

College Board AP Exam 1 AP EL

i -

» Indirect measures e
Interviews t l
Surveys -

SMCS—Assessment Measures
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A SRISTEM AT E 2

Respond Plan

I |

Assess [mplement

SMCS—Assessment Measures
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Plan
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[mplement
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Build a Culture of Assessment
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(1) & # -
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Respond Plan

I |

Assess [mplement

a

SMCS—Assessment Measures




Build a Culture of Assessment

Teachers’ guestions

wWhat?
(R 5 B ST IR

}‘HU ff% = ?
B A S A A S How?
AR B A

A T T T

B B TR

SRR S SO hs (i
ORI ORI R R e 1 1

Assess Implement

SMCS—Stakeholder Engagement
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Parents’ guestions

What?

R R BT SORIER? ~

Nk
A %1 338N

How?
G EIT 1% 27

T TR wWhen?

SRR E R EE?

BB S
BRI A eSla BN, EEE -
R I s

EEGELEIE 7 1 1

SMCS—Stakeholder Engagement
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Assessment Calendar

CCCC is administered annually
»10/28/2011 pilot test
»10/25/2012 1t administration
»10/26/2013 2"d administration
»10/25/2014 3rd administration i

Respond

I |

Assess Implement

s

SMCS—Assessment Timeline
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o RS AEEIL i st
\\EH%A%%& EP?U@% %I&i% K%{[‘E/\tt —F:j_'\)j[:[‘\EE] g%jj %E‘E
IUSESFS N EE ’ LHER | BB
Test Level SillneeD |- Bl of Correct | Percentage Pass or : : .
Name Name : Listening | Reading
Answers Try Again
HEEFSR . .
Sprouting XXX XXXXX 37 92.5% i 25 12
GEE S . -
Sprouting XXX XXX 40 100.0% iz 25 15
GEE S . -
Sprouting XXX XXXXX 27 67.5% iz 15 12
B4R . .
Sprouting XXX XXXXX 23 57.5% | NXEIH 12 11
LR . -
Sprouting XXX XXXXX 25 62.5% Y 17 8

SMCS—Assessment Results (Sample)
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2011 CCCC FAEF 78 Hit
Score Report
AR E Sprouting (N=34) Seedling (N=29) Blossoming (N=28)
# Items Listening Reading Listening Reading Listening Reading
30 20 30 30 33 30
Score Frequency Distribution

31-33 23

26-30 30 0 26 8 5 11

21-25 2 0 0 6 0 7
16-20 0 19 1 11 0 4
11-15 1 8 2 4 0 6
6-10 1 6 0 0 0 0
1-5 0 1 0 0 0 0

SMCS—15t Year Test Results t 1
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2012 C€cCC HEZF At st
Score Report
AR Sprouting (N=35) Seedling (N=31) Blossoming (N=10)
# Items Listening Reading Listening Reading Listening Reading
25 15 25 25 30 30

Score Frequency Distribution

26-30 - - - - 7 4
21-25 30 - 30 11 3 3
16-20 2 - 1 12 0 1
11-15 3 24 0 6 0 2
6-10 0 11 0 2 0 0
1-5 0 0 0 0 0 0

Respond - Flun

SMCS—2"? Year Test Results 1 1

fam\
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B 3 HE HiL
Test Levels S A TT 45
4% of test-takers who met or exceeded
Sprouting Seeding Blossoming e farset
Year 2011 | 2012 | 2011 | 2012 | 2011 | 2012 e s
®EAH 35 36 | 30 | 32 | 28 | 10
Registered test-takers
BRE -
Absentees 1 1 1 L 0 0
E ‘ﬁ S
RRg= 34 35 29 31 28 10 -
TeSt part|C|pantS 0Ll iz 2011 2012 2001 2042
g #& (target/goal) — —
# of students who had
correctly answered 32 33 26 31 28 10 -
60% (or hlgher) of Respuomel Plin
the total items ] l
miEAHF ok o
%of test-takerswho | 9404 | 949 | 90% |100% | 100% | 100%
met or exceeded |
target {
LEWS
UNIVERSITY *

SMCS—2-Year Test Results
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= Student
fHEL o RARE  KAEE
SEEHI SRS e T -
s INnterviews
SR—KEERI AT
HAME  “Fen] DUERyfE"
irEE o REE > 712
0 EANEETF  FEB4EE
Too Easy!! s
aRNE PAA RS R
YR TFERF9E » FeFnghy 2k
WWERAFERIR » e a]gE[m B A E 4T

Listening Comprehension

- Reading Comprehension
Respond Plan
‘ l Too Hard!!
Assess Tmplement
-

SMCS—Student Feedback
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2012F AR TIIR T LA
SUEEERE SO - &

EH BEHCCRTERIRE N (20114500 F 201242 15):

o Ol WN

- BRI AR SRS RE EATERERSE? HE (AT -

- EEBL R AR E SRR T A AT TR

- ERBERFANEG - EREER TIF LAPTAESGHE? SR -

- BRBERFAEAR - 2 BRI A TSGR S -

- EHVRARSEESAENG  HECHECE —[E T HR -

- CHVERERSHEEFHEIG - HP SRR RS A — R

(TEE LR P B R E AT LB B ORI

7. ERBESFARE L SN AG R AR RN — L TR 558841 -
8. ERARBFMAVERT - B AR E? SUNEGNIIER? 58 -
9. WEA TGS R R F E TR MR SR ?
10. R EESEIL FRERMS - YRR AR = EERNRE BE
SRR

L BHMELR- 5 BE - AR Ha -

2. WHEDTHE - BEREHRE? SOTHELLREE? 5 -

3. BN - HRLUNABREER?

4. BAEARIRER > BEEFILARG LR 8RN  SEEE AR
BEMRRIY:

1 R AR PTG i P SR S

2.
3.

ERAMIE ER R i MIEE SOME R R e
ER B R B R C B A G G s M SR RO R ek

HHARZ!

2012 5EHRERTT NBREE

Open-ended
guestionnaires
For teachers

SMCS—Teacher Feedback
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» Yes. Itrevealed that our students need more help in reading.
» I've spent more time in teaching word recognition strategies in

class.

» We play word games to build up students’ confidence. Words are -
grouped together by similar shapes to facilitate memory. et i
Sometimes little stories are added when teaching new words. ‘ l

» My students realized their strength and weakness in Chinese
learning. =SS Punn

» Students offered overall positive feedback.

» Sometimes students registered at a level lower than their ability.

As a result, they can’t fully benefit from the test. S
urvey
° SUNREEIRGL T 82 FIVEBITISE - 1 1
%ﬁaﬁgi‘;éﬁzﬂ?ﬁé ’ %ﬁ%?ﬁj’* &?ﬁzf%E@élziéé@%ﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬁ&%ﬂ%%?Ef F In d In g S

P EER AR SRR B DAL [ RE
FEAERAE M AR T B AR AC B A A 5 -

FEAE _ERRT FGREE DRI P hlossa seac ek E -
FES A EEAE RS EsR -

G HERE SNSRI R SR B BRI MR R S R A
“GoEIL B AEESNN - W SE R N = (E AR HTERE HAR

SMCS—Teacher Feedback
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>
>

>
>

>
>
>

How to use test results to improve teaching and learning?
How to focus on areas students demonstrated a need to
iImprove?

How to incorporate learning activities to enhance learning?
How to teach students effectively based on their learning
style?

How do students reflect on their learning?

How to help students realize their learning potential?

How to help parents interpret the test results?

A SR SO B BR R S ER B R

EAETENRURIRRE - A0 sREEH?
2R BRI EE - AT sREEE?

Teachers’

SR ME TGS ] LR E? R f I t -

B2 A Y S A1 {m] 7

BAREH O SR AN T ERE? eriectons
R T SRR A — S ?

A MESEREIIEE o A EE T I5R?

S NGEREEEE o A RS T T SCFF?

SMCS—Teacher Feedback

(eqpond
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Build a Culture of Assessment

» Using assessment data to drive the
teaching

» Increasing the use of the target language

» Engaging students in various learning
activities

» Integrating Chinese typing instruction
Into the classroom

= RIS
BEAREA LA T RBL B E Ik R B

ERNEHR S BEEE 0 R, B Rk 2R 2R ‘ l

 FEILIR R X

. éb%ﬁ%, ZE I MREN R EE ams et

AERHSELAEYED, 2EOERE BENGTD -

of—iiiﬁuujtﬁ'“‘%)'c S UI—#2E i RS ERA T, SRSERNERE,

RBROYITE GEENPE) ST REMKE.

LRfERGX, WX, AhXEE,

EEBERDTHEED,

1,
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

SMCS—Curriculum Reimnvention



Build a Culture of Assessment

» Engage key stakeholders early and often to
get their ‘buy-in’

» Maximize the resources available to us

» Be creative in providing technical solutions
and logistical support

» Be realistic when establishing testing
schedule

» Be organized when allocating staff and
resources

» Use the data to improve teaching and
learning

e
VST

ian University




Build a Culture of Assessment

..................

» Planning, iImplementing, assessing, and
responding are key elements of improvement
» Communicating purposefully and
effectively I1s a must to get everyone on board
for a change

» Assessing student learning with a .
standardized test help us understand our e Plan
students’ strengths and weaknesses [ | |

SMCS—Conclusions
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Build a Culture of Assessment ﬂ

Continue our Journey to improve the
quality of education—

» Review our learning objectives and use
external standards to clarify our
expectations for student learning

» Focus on faculty development to
Improve teaching

» Examine student growth over time to
provide value-added evidence of SMCS'’s
education

SMCS—Next Steps
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